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Your water. Your environment. Your voice.

Conservation Advocacy Science Education 

Watershed Combats Stormwater
Adozen local high school students and a significant grant 

from the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) helped the Watershed Association 
launch a new initiative to combat polluted stormwater 
 run-off, the major source of water pollution in our region.

Too many of our waterways fail to meet water quality 
 standards. Run-off from hard, impervious surfaces like 
parking lots, driveways, yards, and buildings can contain 
pesticides, petroleum residue, bacteria, sediment, excessive 
nutrients and other pollutants. 

A $300,000 grant from NJDEP will enable the Watershed 
Association to conduct a new assessment of these surfaces, 
which block water from percolating into the soil, impede 
the recharge of our groundwater aquifers and exacerbate 
flooding. We will work with area towns to develop plans 
both to reduce these surfaces and to capture and treat 
stormwater that runs off these areas with rain  gardens, 
vegetative buffers, green roofs and other green 
infrastructure strategies like those deployed at 
our new Watershed Center for Environmental 
Advocacy, Science and Education.  

In addition to investigating this major water 
problem and working directly with municipal 

governments to identify solutions, 
the Watershed is making a major 
investment in engaging residents and 
students to help us address the issue.  

This summer’s Watershed Academy STEM 
seminar involved a dozen local high school 
students interested in environmental science and 
 engineering, teaching them how to assess the run-off  
problem in the field and through Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) in our computer lab. The students, from  
seven towns across our region, learned about the  
green infrastructure tools at the Watershed Center  
and how these same tools can be used to address water 
problems in their communities. 

“I learned so much about GIS and stormwater management  
and have a whole new perspective on environmental  careers,” 

said a senior from Princeton High School. “This program 
will definitely help me to narrow what type of career 

in environmental science I want to pursue.”

The students designed stormwater management 
systems at two locations in Hopewell Borough and 

 presented their proposals to Hopewell Borough 

Inside
2...

Pipelines  
Threaten Water

5–7...
Calendar of Events

 8...
Butterfly Festival Photos

 
9...

NJ’s Flood Hazard  
Control Act

 VOL. 62, NO. 3 Fall 2015

Continued on page 11

The 2015 Watershed Academy students stand with (from left) executive director, Jim Waltman, Erin Stretz, 
Hopewell Township Mayor Harvey Lester, borough Mayor Paul Anzano, education director Jeff Hoagland, 
and borough engineer Dennis O’Neal.



with other agencies, this private company would receive the 
power of federal eminent domain. They would build the 
pipeline through private and public lands,  including open 
space areas ostensibly preserved with tax payer funding. 

To help us communicate with legislators and the variety  
of federal agencies involved in reviewing the pipeline 
 proposal, we’ve hired Lloyd Ritter of Green Capital LLC,  
an experienced Washington-based lobbyist with expertise 
in energy and environmental issues. 

With the recent proliferation of pipeline proposals  
across New Jersey and no overarching plan to guide  
such infrastructure in evidence, we’ve also called on the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to prepare a 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement or  master 
plan for natural gas infrastructure. U.S. Representative 
Bonnie Watson Coleman has advanced this proposal by 
sending a letter to FERC asking them to undertake such  
a process. 

The Watershed is dedicated  
to keeping your water 

clean, safe and healthy. 

To meet this challenge, we engage in a few core actions 
around our central New Jersey region—from monitoring 
our waterways for pollution, to engaging private landowners  
to improve the stewardship of their lands, to educating 
thousands of children and adults about environmental  
science and natural history, to advocating for stronger  
environmental laws and ordinances.

Sometimes, protecting water means  fighting against  
harmful developments proposed in environmentally  
sensitive areas, like the array of natural  
gas pipelines that proponents seek to  
advance across our state. 

In May, the Watershed joined New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation and Friends  
of Princeton Open Space in appealing  
permits that the New Jersey Department  
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) had 
issued for the construction of the Leidy 
Line pipeline through parts of Skillman 
and Princeton. The lawsuit (still pending  
as this goes to press) challenged NJDEP’s 
failure to require that pipeline builders  
tunnel under and don’t cut directly 
through the surface of “buffer zones” 
around streams and wetlands that the  
department’s regulations are intended  
to protect.

We also continue to oppose the proposed PennEast  
Pipeline, which would cut through literally dozens of 
streams on its route from Luzerne County, Pennsylvania  
to Hopewell, New Jersey and could lead to siltation and 
pollution of some of our most pristine waterways. 

The pipeline company is expected to apply for a  “certificate 
of public necessity and convenience” from the Federal 
 Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in the coming weeks 
or months. If FERC issues such a certificate for the project, 
after conducting environmental reviews and consulting 

Of Water and Pipelines
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Focus: Six Mile Run
STREAMWATCH

detected excessive E. coli bacteria flowing into the stream 
from agricultural and urban/suburban stormwater runoff.

Because of these results, Six Mile Run has been identified 
by the NJDEP as in need of a plan to reduce phosphorus 
and E. coli loadings into the stream. Rutgers University 
is currently developing impervious cover action plans 
for North Brunswick, South Brunswick, and Franklin 
 Township to reduce stormwater runoff into waterways,  
so we hope to see an improvement in water quality once 
more green infrastructure is implemented in the Six Mile 
Run subwatershed.

W ith its headwaters in developed areas of North and 
South Brunswick, Six Mile Run joins up with Nine 

Mile Run and flows through Franklin. The stream runs 
through the popular Six Mile Run Reservoir site, a section 
of the Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park, before being 
piped underneath the Delaware and Raritan Canal and 
joining with the Millstone River south of Blackwells Mills. 

Much of the lower portion of the subwatershed is preserved 
farmland and parkland, with more developed suburban 
and commercial areas toward the headwaters.

There is one StreamWatch chemical and biological monitoring  
site in the subwatershed, located near Six Mile Run’s outflow 
into the Millstone River. The New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and Environmental 
Protection Agency monitor this site as well as two additional 
sites upstream. The U.S. Geological Survey also hosts  
two stream gages on the stream, measuring flows at 
Middlebush Road and at Blackwells Mills.

According to both StreamWatch and NJDEP data collected 
since 2007, water chemistry results have been mixed on Six 
Mile Run. Dissolved oxygen levels have remained above the 
minimum levels for aquatic life (4 mg/L) despite  trending 
downward. The average dissolved oxygen level in 2007 
was 8 milligrams per liter, which decreased to around 6.6 
 milligrams per liter in 2014 and 2015. pH has dropped 
below the regional standard of 6.5 on several occasions,  
but the average has stayed within a healthy range. Nitrate 
 levels remain low, however phosphorus tests regularly 
 exceed the State maximum of 0.1 parts per million.

Macroinvertebrate samples collected by StreamWatch and 
NJDEP indicate that Six Mile Run is moderately impaired. 
According to the 2012 Integrated Report, NJDEP has also 

Acknowledgements
Many thanks to StreamWatch volunteers Kevin Burkman, 
Shirley Connell, Kristin and Linda DiMario, Stephanie Fox, 
Chris Reutlinger, and Pete Rice for monitoring Six Mile Run 
since 1994.

Generous funding for the StreamWatch program is provided by  
Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc, RBC Blue Water Project, Dodge 
Foundation, and the New Jersey Water Supply Authority.
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would lead to clearer water, other times the stream just kept 
getting thicker. 

Eventually, our stick boats rode the current beyond our 
geographical limit or interest level. The return walk, 
 creekside, found me reflective, and wondering—did my 
aquatic friends living in this stream survive?

A day or two later I would return, finding clear waters, the 
hot chocolate effect gone. My troubled searches in the water 
sometimes revealed many of my familiar friends present— 
the two-lined salamander, the crayfish, an assortment of 
insect friends. But this was not always the case. In some 
places, downstream, especially over time, things had 
changed dramatically. 

A layer of fine residue covered the entire streambed in  
locations. My exploration under rocks would come up 
empty, the only excitement, the clouds of sediment that 
would swirl in the search. Where we waded barefoot and 
free, an ankle-deep layer of toe-sucking muck discouraged 
my interaction. Here, my familiar aquatic friends were gone.

As the development expanded, it continued to unleash a 
torrent of sediment into our streams. We didn’t document 
this as much as we inhabited it, heading out during or 
immediately after the rains to follow the water. Returning 
another day to see if our aquatic friends were alright, we 
eventually discovered that they were not. Although I did 
not fully comprehend the interactions at play, these were 
some of my first watershed lessons. 
 
Back then, when rivers were catching fire due to industrial 
effluent, stormwater management may have seemed more 
like an afterthought. While we as a culture are much more 
attentive to stormwater, it is now our biggest source of water 
pollution. Our new Watershed Center has rain gardens, 
a green roof, and bioswales. But down the road, another 
development progresses, and another pipeline is installed. 
What remains crystal clear, especially in the rain, is the 
need to fight for clean water.

Cloudy Memories
Y es, I’ve confessed before, my very deep and  personal 

 relationship with water. When I talk about my 
 significant other, it is invariably about my love Michelle, 
but it could just as easily be about a stream or river. Yes,  
she knows this. Perhaps this is a bit strange.

I am never completely free from the spell cast by  moving 
water. That is true wherever I go, from lingering at my 
home on the Beden Brook in Hopewell to my annual 
 escape to Shenandoah National Park. I am drawn to 
streams and rivers. They call me with their song as they 
push and pull the life force of water across the landscape. 

Some of my strongest memories of water come from my 
first years here in New Jersey. Planted in an old fallow farm 
field in Hopewell Township, my sense of adventure was 
measured by the number of strands of barbed wire fencing 
I crawled under. I was constantly awestruck with wonder; 
intoxicating, scent-filled tangles of honeysuckle, tribal 
gatherings of tiny insect friends, and agricultural artifacts 
hidden amongst the whispering grasses and brooding 
shrubs all competed for my attention

When it rained I followed the runoff as it meandered, or 
sprinted, down the nearest weedy slope with friends in 
tow. It pulled us toward the ultimate treasure—a newly 
 discovered stream. These streams instantly claimed us in 
their religion, baptizing us with their waters. I have never 
lost the faith.

As the fallow farm fields slowly bore the fruit of an  emerging 
development, I was still able to find plenty of wild behind 
my house, in the neighboring park, and in the fields not yet 
claimed by wooden surveyor stakes. I also embraced the 
wonder of the chaos of a rapidly  changing landscape. There 
were tractors and equipment for us to swarm, great piles of 
shale to climb, canyon-like  excavations to descend, and an 
endless supply of wood to pilfer. 

When it rained, the altered landscape presented new rivulets 
to follow, each carrying a frothing russet load of debris and 
sediment. These fed the streams we loved, turning them 
turbid, hiding their creek beds below. We reveled in the 
bedlam, imagining disaster scenarios. We launched stick 
boats to challenge the currents, and followed them down-
stream. Move over John Wesley Powell. Occasionally, this 

SPEAkIng OF nATURE

by Jeff Hoagland
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2015 Fall Calendar
Registration is required and space is limited in 

all  programs, unless stated otherwise. 
Call 609-737-7592 or bnc@thewatershed.org to register.

Unless stated otherwise, all programs  
meet at the Watershed Center of  

Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association,  
31 Titus Mill Road, Pennington. 

Payment: Cash, Check, VISA, MasterCard or Discover
Fee code: M=Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 

Association Member, NM=Non-member

Refund Policy: A full refund will be made if notice 
of cancellation is received at least 48 hours before a 

program. Call 609-737-7592 to cancel.  
No refunds or credits will be given after that time.  

All returned checks incur a bank fee.  
Watershed membership is not refundable.
Event co-sponsors indicated by *, include 

Arts Council of Princeton (ACP), Friends of Princeton  
Open Space, Master Gardeners of Mercer County, 

Washington Crossing Audubon Society

Programs for Adults and Families
Registration required for all programs, except as noted.

SePtembeR 12

Micro-World
Saturday, 9:30AM–12:00PM, Families (children 6yo+),  
Fee per family: $15M/$20NM
Get small and explore the Watershed Center pond and the 
nearby Stony Brook, discovering who lives in and around 
the water. We will catch a variety of creatures with nets 
and get a close look in the Watershed Center’s lab using 
microscopes. Wear shoes to wade in shallow water. 

SePtembeR 12

Mercer County Insect Festival*
Saturday, 1:00-4:00PM, Families, FREE
Look for the SBMWA Teacher-Naturalists at this annual 
event sponsored by Master Gardeners of Mercer County. 
Held at the Mercer Education Gardens, 431A Federal City 
Road, Pennington. Learn more at http://www.mgofmc.org. 
Registration not required.

SePtembeR 14, OctObeR 19, NOvembeR 16, 
DecembeR 14

Lunch & Learn with a Naturalist
Mondays, 11:30AM–12:30PM, Families, $5 per child
Parents and children 5–10 years old—pack your lunch 
and join Senior Naturalist Allison Jackson for a nature-
themed lunch! Registration not required. 

SePtembeR 16, 30, OctObeR 21,  
NOvembeR 4, 18

Take a Walk on the Wild Side*
Wednesdays, 8:30–9:30AM, Adults only, FREE for 
Members/$5NM
Start your autumn day off right with a walk on the Water-
shed Reserve trails with Senior Naturalist Allison Jackson. 
Binoculars, camera and nature journal are encouraged. 

SePtembeR 17, OctObeR 15 aND 
NOvembeR 19

Third Thursday Sustainability Tours
Thursdays, 7:00–8:00PM (9/17), 9:00–10:00AM (10/15 
and 11/19; Adults and Teens
Join us for a behind the scenes tour of the sustainability 
features of our new Watershed Center. 

SePtembeR 18

Creepy Spider Night Hunt
Friday, 7:30–9:00PM, Families (children 5yo+),  
Fee per person: $8M/$12NM
Crab spiders, jumping spiders, wolf spiders, orb and 
 funnel weavers and more! Join our annual night hunt  
with nocturnal naturalist Jeff Hoagland. We will navigate 
the trails of the Watershed Reserve using our flashlights  
in search of many different types of spiders.  

SePtembeR 19

The Fine Art of Stream Monitoring 
Saturday, 10:00AM–12:00 Noon, Adults and families 
(children 10yo+), FREE for Members/$5NM
Join Erin Stretz, Stream Watch Coordinator, on the Stony 
Brook to celebrate World Water Monitoring Day, learning 
how we monitor your water for pollutants. 

SePtembeR 19

Back to Camp Day at the Watershed Center!
Saturday, 2:00–4:00PM, 2015 Summer Campers  
and their Families, FREE
Bring your family and friends back to camp for an 
 afternoon on the Reserve! Just like camp, it’s rain or shine 
so dress for the weather! RSVP requested, 609-737-7592 
or camp@thewatershed.org.

SePtembeR 21, 28 & OctObeR 5

Plein Air Painting Workshops*
Mondays, 10:00AM–12:30PM, Adults, Series Fee: 
$95M/120NM $95M/120NM
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Enjoy the challenge and joy of completing a painting, 
either oil or acrylic, on the Watershed Reserve under 
the tutelage of an ACP instructor! Registration is for the 
3-class series. Visit www.artscouncilofprinceton.org or 
call 609-924-8777. 

SePtembeR 25

Scout Leader Open House Night
Friday, 7:00–8:30PM, Boy Scout and Girl Scout Leaders, FREE
Attention all Troop Leaders—Are you searching for a fun 
and unique way to introduce science and nature to your 
scouts? Visit the Watershed Center and learn how the 
Teacher-Naturalists can help your troop members achieve 
Badges, Try-Its and recognitions. Tours of the building 
and samples of hands-on activities will be highlighted—
come have fun, explore and discover!

SePtembeR 26 & 27

Outdoor Digital Photography Workshop*
Saturday, 1:00–4:00PM and Sunday, 10:00AM–1:00PM, 
Adults, 2-day fee: $110M/$135NM
Day 1—Outdoor photo shoot on the Watershed  
Reserve. Dress for the weather and wear comfortable 
walking shoes. 
Day 2—Spend the morning in the ACP Digital Studio 
(102  Witherspoon Street in Princeton), to create print-
ready digital image files. Registration is for the 2-day 
workshop. Visit www.artscouncilofprinceton.org or call 
609-924-8777. 

OctObeR 9

Exploring the Night*
Friday, 8:00–9:30PM, Adults and families (children 8yo+), 
$8M/$12NM
Explore the wonders of the night at the onset of autumn. 
Join Jeff Hoagland on the trail for an intimate glimpse 
into the nocturnal world as we look for glowworms,  
listen for flying squirrels and call owls. 

OctObeR 10

Solar Power—Solar Balloons and Writing 
with the Sun 
Saturday, 10:00AM–12:00 Noon, Families (children 8yo+), 
$10M/$15NM
Enjoy a unique look at the power of the sun. After a brief 
tour of our photovoltaic systems, families will enjoy the 
challenge of flying their own solar-powered balloon and 
creating a small name plate writing with the sun. 

OctObeR 23

Great Pumpkin Carve-Out
Friday, 6:30–8:30PM, Adults and Families (10yo+), FREE

Carve a jack-o-lantern to donate to the annual Nature of 
the Night Halloween Hike! This is strictly BYOG (bring 
your own gourd)—we’ll provide the light refreshments. 
And don’t forget to pre-register for Nature of the Night 
the following evening!

OctObeR 24

Nature of the Night Halloween Hike & 
Campfire
Saturday, 4:00–5:30PM, Families (children 4–6yo) $10 pp 
OR $25 per family
Saturday, 6:30–9:00PM, Families (children 7–12yo) $10 pp 
OR $35 per family
It’s BACK and BIGGER—our annual family-friendly 
night hike on the Watershed Reserve! Join the Education 
Staff to explore the ecology of night and magic of Hallow-
een. Early sessions are for families with younger children; 
once the sun goes down, a little more spook-tacular fun 
is included for older children. Includes campfire in the 
woods with stories and roasted marshmallows. Guided 
hikes begin every 20 minutes; last hike begins at 8:00PM. 
Pre-registration and pre-payment required.

NOvembeR 13 

New Jersey Confluence: Volunteer Water 
Monitoring Summit 
Friday, 9:00–4:30, Water quality monitors and volunteers
This event will bring together water quality monitoring 
program staff and volunteers from across the state for a 
day of workshops and idea-sharing. For more informa-
tion, contact kmiller@thewatershed.org.

NOvembeR 14

Harvest for the Holidays*
Saturday, 9:30AM–1:00PM, Adults, Fee per person: 
$65M/$75NM
Join ACP instructor Janet Keller Laughlin at the Water-
shed Reserve to create festive decorations that will never 
wilt! $10 fee to cover the cost of supplemental material, 
is payable to instructor on day of workshop. Visit www.
artscouncilofprinceton.org or call 609-924-8777. 

NOvembeR 18

Family Science Night
Wednesday, 7:00–9:00PM, Families (children up to 12yo), 
FREE
Join the Education staff for some fun ‘science after sunset’ 
in the Watershed Center! Families will be encouraged and 
challenged to perform simple experiments to learn more 
about WATER in the Watershed Center. Pre-registration 
is required. 
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Programs for Children
Registration required for all programs.

Fall Preschool Nature Classes
Tuesdays, 10:00–11:30AM AND Wednesdays, 1:00–2:30PM
Class fee per child: $10M/$15NM. Register and pay for 4 
classes, receive a 5th class free. 
Children 3–5 years old learn about nature while exploring  
the out-of-doors with one of the Teacher-Naturalists. 
Each class includes outdoor exploration, stories and 
simple crafts. A parent must stay with any child younger 
than 4. Class size is limited.

SePtembeR 8/9— Spikes, Spines, and Stingers
SePtembeR 15/16— Grasshoppers and Crickets
SePtembeR 22/23—Apples Abound
SePtembeR 29/30—Fancy Feathers
OctObeR 20/21—Rockin’ into Rocktober 
OctObeR 27/28—Halloween Black
NOvembeR 3/4—Forest in the Autumn
NOvembeR 10/11—Nuts to You!
NOvembeR 17/18—Air Up there
NOvembeR 24/25—Mission: Decomposition
DecembeR 1/2—Winter Preparations
DecembeR 8/9—Evergreens for Everyone

SePtembeR 17, OctObeR 1, 22 & NOvembeR 5

Tiny Tot Walks with Miss Allison
Thursdays, 10:30–11:30AM, children 18–36months (with 
an adult), Series Fee: $30M/$40NM
You are never too young to start exploring outdoors! You 
and your toddler will experience nature as we share walks 
on the Reserve, art activities and story time. Registration 
for the 4-class series is required. All children must be 
walking and accompanied by an adult.

SePtembeR 16, SePtembeR 30, OctObeR 21

BSA Sustainability Merit Badge Workshop
Wednesdays, 7:00–8:00PM; Boy Scouts 12 yo+,  
$25 per scout
Join Education Director/BSA Merit Badge Counselor 
Jeff Hoagland for this short series of workshops designed 
to help Boy Scouts earn the ‘Sustainability’ merit badge. 
Through each of these sessions, scouts will get an up-close 
look at the green infrastructure at the Watershed Center 
and work on the requirements of this badge. 

Water, Wings & Webs Art Series*
Join one of the instructors from the Arts Council of 
Princeton for a nature-inspired art adventure! Visit www.
artscouncilofprinceton.org or call 609-924-8777.

SePtembeR 19—Animal Camouflage & Mimicry 
—Susan Hoenig, ACP Instructor

OctObeR 17— OWLS
—Susan Hoenig, ACP Instructor

OctObeR 31—Cast a spell for ART
—Eleanor Evans, ACP Instructor

NOvembeR 14—Fun with Frogs
—Libby Ramage, ACP Instructor

OctObeR 10, 17, 24 & 31

Environmental Art for Pre-teens*
Saturdays, 1:00–3:00PM, children 10–14,  
Series Fee: $95M/$120NM
Students will use new materials, found objects, recycling and  
concepts that promote a clean environment to produce origi-
nal artwork inspired by such artists as Andy  Golds worthy  
and Christo! Visit www.artscouncilofprinceton.org or  
call 609-924-8777. 

OctObeR 31

Ghoul School
Saturday, 1:00–3:00PM, children 7–10yo, Fee per child: 
$15M/$20NM
Creepy chemistry and mad science experiments have 
taken over the Watershed lab today! Join the Teacher-
Naturalists for some silly and serious Halloween fun!  
Feel free to wear your costume too! 

NOvembeR 5 & 6

Autumn Adventure Mini-Camp
Thursday and Friday, 9:30AM–4:00PM each day (extended 
care available at extra fee);
Children in grades 1–5; Daily fee per child: $60M/$75NM; 
sibling and 2-day discounts available
Spend the November public school break at the Watershed 
Reserve with the Teacher-Naturalists. Outdoor autumn 
activities will focus on the turning of the seasons and 
may include trail explorations, shelter building, or a pond 
exploration. Register for one day or both!

NOvembeR 13 & 14

Girl Scout Troop Camp-In
Friday, 7:00PM–Saturday, 9:00AM, Brownie & Junior Girl 
Scouts, Fee per girl: $35, Fee per adult: $15
We have a night of indoor and outdoor fun and planned for 
you and your troop this weekend… scavenger hikes, science  
experiments, meet the critters, and a campfire (weather 
 permitting) are some of the activities you can look forward 
to. At the end of the evening, spread your sleeping bags out 
on the floor of the Watershed Center and sleep near our crit-
ters and displays! Registration is by troop only and pre-pay-
ment is required. Fee includes snacks and Sunday breakfast.



The Watershed Institute is celebrating its 15th anniversary 
this year! Established in 2000, the Institute is a program 
of the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association  
that focuses on strengthening, connecting, and mobilizing  
other watershed associations and environmental  
nonprofits throughout New Jersey. Through generous 
 support from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the 
Institute is able to build upon the Watershed Association’s 
years of success in conservation, science, education, and 
policy and put those successes to work for watersheds  
across the state.

One of the most exciting Watershed Institute initiatives 
is the annual grants program, which helps New Jersey 
nonprofits take action to improve their local watersheds. 
Over the years the Institute has awarded nearly a million 

dollars in grant awards to strengthen organizations and 
improve water quality. This year’s program will focus  
on four major areas of watershed protection: water 
quality science and education, stormwater policy, green 
infrastructure, and climate change resiliency. Grants will 
be awarded for education and outreach projects around 
one or more of those focus areas. In addition, a second 
small grants opportunity exists for organizations that 
wish to increase internal expertise through conferences 
and training, or to access external expertise in the form 
of consultants, environmental professionals, etc.

Other Watershed Institute programs include capacity 
building workshops, individualized technical assistance, 
and a variety of web-based resources at  
www.thewatershedinstitute.org.

The Watershed Institute
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More than 3,000 people came out  
for our 15th annual  Butterfly 

Festival on August 8th and enjoyed  
a variety of fun and educational 
activities. Highlights of the event 
included the Kate Gorrie Butterfly 
House, tethered hot air balloon rides, 
our famous Bug and Butterfly Parade, arts and crafts vendors,  
hayrides, nature walks, live music and entertainment on stage.

What was most exciting was that so many new people were introduced to the  
Watershed Association and got to visit our new Center, learn about the energy  
and water saving features of the building, and about our mission to protect water  
in our region. For more photos, visit: www.flickr.com/sbmwa/albums

Thanks to our corporate sponsors and our business  
 sponsors for their support in making this year’s 
 festival such a success.

Bloomberg, Bristol Myers Squibb, PSE&G
Callaway Henderson Sotheby’s International Realty, 
CMIT Solutions, Eagle Building Maintenance &  
Janitorial, Jersey Solar LLC., Stellitano Heating  
and AC Inc., The Village Learning Center, and  
Mid-Atlantic Waterproofing.

Butterfly Festival 
2015 Soars

BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL
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Rule Changes Jeopardize Flood Protection
ADVOCACY UPDATE

The proposed changes would also make it easier to obtain 
“hardship” exceptions to the required protections. Under 
the existing rules, if an applicant cannot meet the require-
ments of the rule, it can receive a hardship exception, but 
only if it can prove that there is no feasible alternative to  
its proposal and it implements additional beneficial actions 
that more than compensate for the negative impact its  
activities will cause. We believe that it should be difficult  
to receive an exception from the Flood Hazard Rules,  
but the proposed changes would make it easier to receive 
such treatment.

Pisauro and Watershed Institute Coordinator Kate Hutelmyer 
worked with other watershed associations and environ-
mental organizations in New Jersey to prepare a coordinated 
response to the proposed changes to the Flood Hazard 
Rules. Our detailed comments were submitted to NJDEP 
in late July and the Department is currently reviewing all 
of the comments it received. We hope that NJDEP will 
withdraw its proposed changes and develop new rules that 
achieve the goals of flood protection and water quality 
improvement for the people of New Jersey.

To receive a copy of our formal comments on the proposed 
amendments to the Flood Hazard Rules or to learn how 
you can help protect against flooding and water pollution, 
contact Mike Pisauro at mpisauro@thewatershed.org.

Our work to defend and strengthen existing  environmental 
policies and practices is generously supported by the 
 Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

T he New Jersey Flood Hazard Area Control Act (FHACA) 
was enacted in response to New Jersey’s long history of 

flooding due to the state’s high level of development. The 
FHACA and the New Jersey Department of Environmental  
Protection’s (NJDEP) regulations that implement the statute 
seek to reduce the threat of flooding by generally prohibiting  
new development near streams. The protected “buffer zones” 
along streams can act like a sponge to help mitigate flooding  
and also filter pollution from stormwater before it reaches 
our waterways. In addition to addressing flooding concerns,  
NJDEP’s “Flood Hazard Rules” therefore also help advance 
the New Jersey Pollution Control Act and the Water Quality 
Planning Act.

The rules have gradually been strengthened over the years 
but flooding continues to be a major problem in New 
Jersey. The state is currently ranked second in the country 
in claims against the Federal Flood Insurance Program 
and climate change is expected to make the problem even 

worse. Water quality in New Jersey also continues to be a 
problem, with more than 90 percent of the sampled water 
bodies in the state failing to meet one or more standards 
established by federal and state regulators.

In June, the NJDEP proposed amendments to the Flood 
Hazard Rules that we fear would weaken protections against 
flooding and water pollution. Mike Pisauro, the Watershed’s 
Policy Director, spent many hours reviewing the 930-page 
proposed amendments and conferring with other environ-
mental policy analysts in the state. He concluded that rather 
than strengthening protections against development within 
flood prone areas, the proposed changes would make it 
easier for development to take place within buffer zones 
and reduce the amount of mitigation required to compensate 
for such incursions. 



10   Fall 2015  www.thewatershed.org 

Welcome Staff
THE WATERSHED WELCOMES

Meredith Meyer joined the Policy Department as an intern 
this summer. Meredith is a double major in environmental 
geology and environmental science and policy at the College 
of William and Mary in Virginia. She has been invaluable 
in reviewing the multitude of submissions by the PennEast 
Pipeline Company and developing materials to help us 
 better understand the impacts of this proposed pipeline  
to our watershed and our region. 

Ed DiFiglia is our new Municipal Policy Specialist at 
the Watershed Association. Ed spent the last 5 1/2 years 
 working on public health issues at the state and local level 
for the New Jersey Prevention Network. He has a B.A. in 
journalism from Saint Michael’s College in Vermont and a  
Master’s in Legislative Affairs from The George  Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. He serves on his local 
 environmental commission.

Brittany Musolino is our new part-time River-Friendly 
Coordinator at the Watershed Association. She comes to  
us from the AmeriCorps NJDEP Watershed Ambassador 
 Program, where she worked with the Union County 
 Department of Parks & Recreation in the Arthur Kill 
Watershed. In this program, she gained experience in 
 environmental education, stormwater management, 
 community outreach and project planning. Prior to serving  
with AmeriCorps, Brittany earned her B.S. from Rutgers  
University for Environmental Policy, Institutions and 
 Behavior (EPIB). Our River-Friendly Program works with 
businesses, golf courses, residents, and schools to help 
them implement land management practices that protect 
and preserve the Stony Brook-Millstone River Watershed.

Laurie Babicki has been a part of the Watershed since 
1997. Her children have attended camp for many years, 
enjoying many programs such as maple sugaring, frog 
slogging, critter care; you name it. Recruited by her oldest 
daughter, Anastasia, who has a summer position in the 
education department, Laurie has volunteered for fairy  
and butterfly festivals as well as a front desk receptionist.  
She joins the Watershed as Executive Assistant after working  
with her husband’s firm, Tabula Rosa Systems, LLC, 
homeschooling her daughters for several years, being a 
Montessori elementary school teacher and excelling as a 
computer software sales person. “What I like most about 
the Watershed is being with others who are passionate 
about the environment,” says Laurie, “It’s fun and inspiring 
to be here. I’m excited about becoming more involved with 
every aspect of the organization.” She holds a BS and MS in 
Speech Communications from Portland State University.



Mayor Paul  Anzano, Hopewell Township Mayor Harvey Lester 
and Borough Engineer Dennis O-Neal.

The Watershed Association also re-launched the River-Friendly 
program over the summer to help residents replicate the innovative  
water management systems and other “green” practices at the 
Watershed Center. To receive a tour of the center or to join the 
River-Friendly program, contact Brittany Musolino, our new 
River-Friendly program coordinator.

Watershed Combats 
Stormwater
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Keeping water clean, safe and 
healthy is the heart of our  mission. 
We work to protect and restore 

our water and natural environment in 
central New Jersey through conservation, 

advocacy, science and education.

Visit us online to show your support. Donate, stay informed, get involved.
www.thewatershed.org • www.njweather.org/station/3526

Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association
31 Titus Mill Road, Pennington NJ 08534

Main office phone: (609) 737-3735

@sbmwa @theH20shed @sbmwa @sbmwa @sbmwa @sbmwa @dubshed

Your Water.
Your Environment.

Your Voice.

Please Remember The Watershed  
In Your Will or Trust

The Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association’s work to  
protect and restore clean water depends on the generous support 
of people like you. To help ensure the long-term  financial health 
and sustainability of the organization, please consider including  
a gift to the Watershed Association in your will or  living trust.  
A planned gift offers several benefits to you and the Watershed.

Please contact Jenny Ann Kershner, Director of Development,  
to discuss any questions you may have. She can be reached at  
jkershner@thewatershed.org or 609-737-3735 ext 36.
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