Volume 71, No. 3, Fall/Winter 2024

\WELLSPRING

A publication of The Watershed Institute. Keeping central New Jersey’s water clean, safe, & healthy since 1949.
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From The Executive Director

This has been a year of milestones for The Watershed Institute. We've celebrated the Watershed’s 75th
anniversary, the 40th anniversary of one of our most beloved and respected leaders, a groundbreaking
policy breakthrough, and a myriad of other accomplishments.

[«AZ""EEGU'CEEA"«AL ' «A'JRMRj‘'@ “'rea@”Up """ "ep'e""Atee'ae" " ¢EU CUEAR'E¢'G«Ueé
water in New Jersey. From stormwater and wastewater management to open space and wetlands
protection, highway and energy infrastructure, and sustainable agriculture.
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of Trustees, contributions of thousands of volunteers, and the dedication of scores of talented scientists,
advocates, and educators, the Watershed has a proud legacy of impact.
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magic without being with him in nature, Donna Gregory, our senior manager of communications, did a

wonderful job writing about him for this newsletter (see page 4).
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inspires greater concern for and action on behalf of the environment. Tree Frog Trail, our new nature play

area, is designed to foster connections between children and the outdoors (see story on page 3).

Our policy advocates also reached an important milestone this year when the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) proposed the “Resilient Environments and Landscapes” rule (REAL)
under Governor Murphy’s “Protecting Against Climate Threats” (NJPACT) initiative.

In anticipation of rising sea levels and larger storms, the REAL rule would require more aggressive action

®E' xUE® " Zae' A"6' "EA P «A” «eb«A PP P ' ¢UEA" EE"«AEL ‘bW ;'Ué% " 0E&%" «1itL
“redevelopment loophole” by requiring that when older developments that were built without stormwater

mitigation measures are converted into new uses through redevelopment, modern stormwater management

strategies are incorporated.
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We urge you to contact the Governor using this QR code to thank him for proposing the REAL
rules and encourage him to reject calls from some groups to weaken the rules. The half
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advocacy, watershed science, and education of children, teens, and adults.

Jim Waltman
1"Zée«d” «U"ZaeE
The Watershed Institute
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Nestled within the tranquil beauty of the Watershed Reserve, Tree Frog Trail is
our enchanting new children’s play area, located just steps away from the Kate .
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space invites young adventurers to explore, play, and let their imaginations watched numerous children
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“Being a volunteer at the

delight in its many interactive

Tree Frog Trail is a joint project of the Watershed’s Director of Conservation and programs. But the Watershed is
Sustainability Kory Dudash, a landscape architect, and our Camp Director Jessica  more than just fun. It is a place -
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designed by Jeanne Maier from 12Squared Design and was made possible by understanding of the importance
generous donations from several individuals and institutions including the Stony of clean water and the natural
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creating a legacy at The Watershed Institute that spans generations and has
left an indelible mark on both the community and the landscape. Through his
unwavering dedication, he has nurtured curiosity and a deep respect for the
environment in thousands of students, parents, educators, and colleagues.
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commitment to safeguarding the natural world, inspiring others to connect with

it, and empowering them to protect it.
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many of whom have carried his passion for environmental stewardship far
beyond the Watershed’s grounds. Over the years, his students have grown into
roles as scientists, environmental educators, and advocates who make tangible
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is a testament to his impact, which he humbly attributes to the organization’s
faith in him and the opportunities he’'s been given to build an environmental
education program that has become a core element of the Watershed’s mission.
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the organization's educational focus centered on ecological
principles, helping students connect with their environment
through programs about habitats, insect life, and aquatic
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students’ innate sense of wonder, nurturing their appreciation
for the natural world while instilling conservation and
protection values.
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address evolving environmental challenges. Programs began

to shift from solely teaching natural history to incorporating
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focus to encompass clean water, sustainable ecosystems,

and climate resilience—a shift that mirrored both the pressing

global environmental issues and the evolution of New Jerseys
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Watershed's programming is both robust and dynamic,  mount, our focus has intensified,” Jeff explains.
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solving skills, and an understanding of their personal and civic . _ _ .

responsibilities to the environment. empowering students with the attitudes and skills

“There’s always been a sense of urgency in this

to make a real difference.”
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program continuing to evolve to meet the changing . 1 .
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creating opportunities for middle and high school students to youth, where he spent IS childnood roaming fields, streams,
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mentors Who recognized his excitement for the environment
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love affair with nature, he believes, is rooted in evolutionary
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Jeff credits the Watershed for giving him a
platform to grow as an educator and as
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“I have lived on the property

= SN - —— for two decades,” he il
“We need to create paths for students to have U~ ~Z@ePbMCy+A”COAE #8

agency in the environment,” he says. “Whether square foot of it. | feel part
through classroom work, extracurricular programs, of this community, like The #
or hands-on internships, | want students to leave Lorax—a protector of ‘ A
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leaders in environmental stewardship.” \ '
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lasting environmental education programs he has built, the community he has

. . ; . In the heart of our
cultivated around them, and the role he has played in making environmental community lies a
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and who has made believers of those around him, building a team of dedicated . y
educators who share his passion and commitment resident turtle, '
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colleagues—each of whom, he says, considers their role the most important work id U~ « VAA C« A~ QA'VJ C «U"Zdq
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culture, that relationship isn't always nurtured. | feel incredibly (Ee”«A«C"8U«AECCH«P«a

fortunate to have found a home at the Watershed where | can reee”Up"""LC AZ"-A®""C-U(Q

turtle’s charm, they became lifelong
+"A«U"UPLC PC# U«eAA~C
P'h “'rea@ UP " +Abaecaeba T EAEUP 67 ‘(E-£%-A Db ¢k U USRI

A TV AT XY S TR PP S P S ST S R VRN L TR S PRU):  Ner preschool students through

«A B"AZ" b«hth BATEB U ZEAR«AL T @E «APx« U™ ¢ & oAU R 5!
200U CEUG+U" "«p xsbbP«EA 6«P EA|" +A" ZEAAc A" An oAUl A (S
(Eef£%eA” "ep'AE®@'EA%U""8Ze@™""'AcA"P'e8a@'"ep'shPE‘®ES® Sl e ZG AR e

legacy of stewardship that will resonate for decades to come.

inspire others to rekindle that relationship with the natural world.”

During one visit, Gerianne and her
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children raised $500 and, with

support from parents, transformed
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vibrant habitat, complete

with a platform,

turf, and bamboo
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The Watershed Institute’s FEST 2024 was a remarkable success, bringing
o ) together community members and supporters for an evening of fun,
6"AA«CTU" & Uj’ partnership, and fundraising to protect our environment. With the
Pennington “Ae"éb«ebae«Z‘xsUp«Z«xsae«EAEC ea@a@ A" "bj‘a@ " """8"
$254,000 to support the Watershed'’s essential conservation, advocacy,
education, and science programs—all dedicated to ensuring clean and
safe water. The success of FEST was made possible by the dedication of
our talented FEST Chairs, Karin Belgrave, Adrienne Longo, Jackie Rooke,
and Nicole Ziegler, alongside FEST Advisors Tracy Dart and Alicia Merse,
and the hard-working FEST Committee. Thank you to everyone who
attended and for being vital partners in our mission!
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Registration
Is Now Open!

Conference "~ 08-0G K| KIKN

at The College of New Jersey

Resiliency through Restoration and ONLINE
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the current challenges we face, but also address future
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based solutions to reduce the amount of stormwater running
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increase groundwater recharge to support needs to times

of prolonged drought and heat, and help us better achieve

regulatory goals for clean water L

Join the Conversation
www.thewatershed.org

Make your year-end gift to The Watershed Institute Today! .1' 38 . UACAEU~"CezC

Your Donation Will Help Us Keep Water Clean, Safe & Healthy! IEI..E%.- thewatershed.org

609-737-3735 | info@thewatershed.org | ﬂ theH2Oshed | @ @ TheWatershedInstitute




