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Lesson 6 Lab Sheet 

Bioassessment with Macroinvertebrates 

Gently remove the macros from the large container and sort them into the ice cube trays for 
identification. Use the Dichotomous key to ID your creatures.  Make a check mark below for 
each species you find. NOTE: do not record the number of each species, just one check for 
each different species you find. 

Once you have finished making your  for each species. Return your critters to the bucket 
and count how many of each category you found. Multiply the number of sensitive species 
by 3; less sensitive by 2; and Tolerant by 1. Then add them up and check what it says about 
your water quality. 

 

 

 

 


